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Eagle-Picher Company

One of the largest producers of lead. zinc and alhed products. the Eczl. .
Picher Lead Company was Hillsboro's largest induvstry for many vears

The Hillsboro plant was built by Lanvon Zinc Company in 1912 on iaxn:
purchased from H. S. Hargrave and Frank H. Brown at the east edwe .
Hillsboroa. In the early davs of operation. the plant produced slab zinc 2
sulphuric acid.

In 1919, the plant was purchased by Eagle-Picher. Zinc oxide furnac .
were installed and. by 1923, slab zinc production was ended and zinc oxi .
became the principal product. Production of sulphuric acid was abandc: .
in 1935.

The Hillsboro City-Cyclopedia published in 1940 says, "The Hillsborr
plant is one of nine plants thlo ghout the country, and is the only plam:
: making zinc oxides. used mainly as a paint pigment. It is also used in the

rubber industry for rubber products, in ceramics for glazing a=

v
[

enameling, and is one of the important ingredients in printing ink. The i+
Covers 30 acres where the company maintains offices, storerooms, sh

facilities, in additien to buildings housing raw materials. furnaces, bz :
houses, packing houses. and a large warehouse utilized for storage
finished product.s."

The directory also named the managers and officers at that time (1940
Plant manager John L. Good, assistant maneager and cashier Harold Laws,
superintendent of furnace departmem Thomeas Pulliam, superintendent of
oxide packing and shipping Chester Guthrie superintendent of
maintenance and construction Elmer Davis. plant engineer Fred S. Meek.
metallurgical work supervision Rey Simpszon and Paul Hamilton.

Sherwin-Williams Chemicals Division bought the plant from Eagle-
Picher November 24, 1980, and for seven months added personnel anc
increased production. The former Eagle-Picher Co. zinc oxide smeiter, once
a major employer of 80 or more, hit rock bottom in late 1983, by which time
: Sherwin-Williame had laid off evervone but two ofiice emplovees.

The March 19, 1984, Montgomery Couniv News reported that the
' Sherwin-Williams plant in Hillsboro had been sold to T. L. Diamond ancd
Co. of New York City. The plant had been closed since June 30, 1982.

Morris Dodd of Hillshoro, acting as consultant to Theodore "Tec’
Diamond. annournced the sgle iocally and said the plant would be known a:
Eagle-Zinc Company of Hillsbore. a division of T. L. Diamend and Co.

An article in The News Julv 24, 1987, reported, in part: 'Eagle Zinc Co.,
cre of Hillsboros oldest industries. is coming tack. Today Eagle Zinc is
operated round the clock by 24 emp‘;o_\'ees. Plunt manager Art Martel
believes that the number will double in the next ccuple of vears.
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i Customers lost during Sherwin-Williams' three-vear owne
<. *he Eagle- , boen regained. A mm‘i'eting srratesy developed by Diamond and .
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